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Georgia’s Wrongful Death Statute 
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•“full value of the life”—O.C.G.A. § 51-4-2(a) 

 

•statute “is itself punitive”—Ford Motor Co. v. Stubblefield, 

171 Ga. App. 331, 340 (1984) 

 

•no deductions for taxes or debts of deceased —O.C.G.A. 

§ 51-4-2(e) 

 

•point of view of decedent—Brock v. Wedincamp, 253 

Ga. App. 275, 280 (2002) 



James E. Butler Sr., 1944 
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Hatfield v. Ford Motor Co., TFX Inc., et al. 
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Humphrey v. Brilansie Enterprises, Inc. et al. 

•picked up from nursing home 

•on way to dialysis 

•end-stage renal disease 

•heart disease 

•paraplegia 

•63 years old 

•not worked since 20s 

 

•Troup County: 58% for Romney in 2012  
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Humphrey v. Brilansie Enterprises, Inc. et al. 

insurance adjuster: “she was in terrible 

health, this [Hispanic individual] caused 

the wreck, and there’s no way a jury is 

going to return a substantial verdict” 
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Humphrey v. Brilansie Enterprises, Inc. et al. 
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Wrongful Death vs. Estate vs. Claims of Others 

•Wrongful Death: “full value of the life” 

•intangible 

•tangible 

 

•Estate 

•punitive damages 

•pain & suffering 

•fright, shock & terror 

•funeral expenses 

 

•Claims of Others 

•consortium damages available only from time of injury “to the time of the 

[decedent’s] death.”  Walden v. Coleman, 105 Ga. App. 242, 243 (1962) 

•bystanders can recover emotional distress damages 
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Foster v. Landstar Ranger, Inc. 
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(congratulations to Bill Stone of 

Boone & Stone for this verdict) 

economic damages 
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Hilliard v. Ocilla Industries 

•trucking case 

 

•negligence; inadequate maintenance 

 

•$30m verdict 
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Hilliard v. Ocilla Industries 
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